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A Publication of 

 The birth of Jesus Christ, His life and 

teachings left a rich spiritual treasure-house to all 

those who bear the name of Christian.  Through the 

incarnation, joy has permeated the world as the 

Second Person of the Holy Trinity became man for 

our sake and to redeem the world. 

  Following the Resurrection and Ascension 

of Christ, the Holy Spirit was sent into the world to 

comfort the Apostles and to guide them to the 

truth.  By their examples and teachings, the Good 

News of Christ was spread throughout the world 

and many were brought to the saving knowledge of God. 

 One of those who gladly received the Good News was a man by the 

name of Nicholas who is now venerated (December 6th) as one of the most 

beloved saints of the Church.  St. Nicholas was born during the 3rd century 

into a wealthy Christian family and grew up in an atmosphere of Christian 

love along with the ideals of piety and prayer abounded.  St. Nicholas gen-

erously shared his wealth and took literally the words of Christ: Go sell 

what you have, and give it to the poor, and you will have treasures in heav-

en, and come follow me (Mark 10:21).  Shortly after his ordination to the 

priesthood, St. Nicholas was chosen to be the Bishop of Myra, where he 

worked unceasingly for the betterment of the people ad constantly encour-

aged everyone to help sustain the various charities and institutions he had 

humbly helped to begin. 

 

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Cor 9:15) 
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Church Service Announcements  

Memorials  Funerals  

The following members of St. Va-

silios have fallen asleep into the 

hands of our Lord over  the past 

months. 

Maria P. Tsouvalas 

Despina (Tsamouridis)  

Fetfatsidis 

Sidney (Sotiris) Paul 

(Polychronopoulos) 

Helen Migas 

Esther (Stathos) Crowell 

Stanley Thomas Fudala 

 

May their  memory  be eternal 

Baptisms 

 The child of  

Stephen M. & Brittany Zolotas 

with Godparents 

Gregory & Marissa Zolotas 

 

 The child of  

Dimitrios & Nicole Magos  

with Godparent 

Athena Magos 

 

 The child of  

Daniel & Sophia Betcher 

with Godparent 

Argiro Papanagiotou-Dobson 

 

 

 

Weddings  

Christopher A. Tsapatsaris  

& Amanda Jane Buckley 

with sponsor  

Joan Tsapatsaris 

 

Christopher Lawson &  

Demetra Captain 

with sponsor  

Anthoula Kassiomatides 

 

Michael Cerchione &  

Stella Bianco 

with sponsor  

Athena Bianco 

40 day  

Christ Bouras  

Maria Tsouvalas  

Despina Fetfatsidis  

Georgios Papaspiropoulos  

1 yr 

Evangelos Gikas  

Irene Kajos  

Petros Tsoukalas  

Thoma Karavias  

 

3 yr 

Theodore Terzakis  

Theodore & Joanne Mandragouras  

Stylianos Koulouris  

 

5 yr   

William G. Kajos  

 

15 yr   

Vasiliki Tsionis  

 
25 yr   

Diane Tsouvalas  

 

Menôs Club Memorial Service 

Trisagia 
Gregory Mello 6 month  

Margitsa Papadopoulos  9 month 

Eleni Halkopoulos 1 yr  

Stylianos Koulouris 3 yr  

Nikolaos Michael 4 yr  

Dionisios Diamantopoulos 4 yr 

Theodore Pappas 5 yr  

William Brown 8 yr 

 Steve & Athena Filopoulos  

Martha Karavias 

Nikolaos Karavias 

 The following are the lucky 

raffle winners: 

Lea Apostolides 

Nick Marinakis 

Alexcea Glynos 

Michael & Harriet Zolotas 
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Weekday Services  
8:00 a.m. Orthros  

9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

 KAQHMERINES  

IERES AKOLOUQIES 

 8:00 p.m. ¼Orqroc 
9:00 p.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a  

 
Vespers of St. Basil  

Sunday, December 24 

Vespers 6pm 
 

Christmas Day Liturgy 

Monday, December 25 

Orthros 8 am 

Liturgy 9 am 
 

Feast of  

St. VasiliosThe Great 

Monday, January 1 

Orthros 9 am 

Liturgy 10 am 
 

Water Blessing Liturgy 

Friday, January 5  

6 pm Divine Liturgy  
 

Holy  Theophany 

Saturday,  January 6 
 

St. Anthony 

Wednesday,  January 17 
 

St. Athanasios 

Thursday,  January 18 
 

Vespers of the  

Feast of the Three Hierachs 

Monday, January 29 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Feast of the Three Hierachs 

Tuesday, January 30 

 
Presentation of Our Lord 

Friday,  February 2 

Paramonh/ Xristouge/nnwn 
Kuriakh/, 24h Dekembri/ou 

Esperino/c 6:00 m.m. 
 

Ge/nnhsic tou  
Ihsou/ Xrhstou/ 

Deute/ra, 25h Dekembri/ou 
8:00 p.m. ¼Orqroc 

9:00 p.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a  
 

Me/gac Basi/leioc 
Deute/ra, 1 h Ianouari/ou 2017 

9:00 p.m. ¼Orqroc 
10:00 p.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a 

 
Proe/rtia Twn Fw/twn  

Paraskeuh/, 5h Ianouari/ou 
6 m.m. Qei/a Leitourgi/a 

 
Agia Qeofa/neia 

Sabbato, 6h Ianouari/ou 
 

¼Agioc Antw/nioc 
Teta/rth, 17 h Ianouari/ou 

 
¼Agioc Aqana/sioc 

Pe/mpth, 18h Ianouari/ou 
 

¼Esperino/c  
Treic Iera/rxec  

Deute/ra//, 29h Ianouari/ou 6:00 m.m. 
 

Oi Trei/c Iera/rxec  
Tri/th, 30 h Ianouari/ou  

 
H Upapanth/ tou Kuri/ou  

Paraskeuh/, 2h Febrouari/ou 
 

Dates to Remember 

 
Christmas Community  

Breakfast  
Sunday, December 17 

 
St. Vasilios Family Choir  

Christmas Concert  
Friday, December 22 

 
St. Vasilios Winter Dance  

Saturday, January 27  

 

Church & School Cancellation Announcement 

will be posted as follows:  

¶ St. Vasilios website:  stvasilios.org 

¶ Channel 5 -  WCVB-TV 

You can also sign up for text messages/emails from WCVB at:  thebostonchannel.com 
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Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (2 Cor 9:15) 

 His fatherly manner and pastoral love and concern for his flock has inspired countless pious traditions 

and stories, all dealing with his love and interest for Godôs people and creation.  His legendary charitable dis-

tribution of money and gifts led to the establishment of the custom of giving gifts in secret on Christmas. 

 Thanks to his parentsô guidance when he was a young and impressionable child, St. Nicholas later in 

his adult life, both as a layman and as a Bishop, exemplified the teaching of loving oneôs neighbor and his un-

compromising position regarding Christian values and standards.  Through the testing of this ministry you glo-

rify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with 

them and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that 

he has given you (2 Cor 9:13-14).  May we as individuals, families and as a parish receive this kind of strength 

and conviction this Christmas, but may we also practice this principle throughout the coming New Year. 

Merry Christmas!       

 

      

The deadline for the weekly bulletin is 3 p.m. on Wednesday. 

Each organization should designate one individual to be responsible for bulletin submissions.  All items for 

publication must be submitted in electronic format, using Microsoft word. 

 

All bulletin publication requests must be submitted to bulletin@stvasilios.org.   

 

Any questions regarding bulletin submissions should be directed to Chrissa Pissios at bulletin@stvasilios.org.    
 

Monthly & weekly bulletin timeline  

Submitting Items to the Monthly and Weekly Parish Bulletin for 2018 

Each organization is invited to submit articles and announcements to be published in our Parish Bulle-

tin.  For the year 2018, the Monthly Bulletin Dates are as follows: 

 Month                               Deadline for Publication  Projected Mail Date 

 February                 January 15                   January 22 

 March/April    February 15    February 22 

 May/June                 April 14                  April 20  

 July/August    June 15      June 20 

 September     August 1      August 15   

 October /November    September 15                   September 22 

 December  2018/January 2019  December 5                   December 15  

mailto:bulletin@stvasilios.org
mailto:bulletin@stvasilios.org
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Fr. Anthony»s Reflection 
ñGlory to God in the 

highest, and on earth 

peace among those  

with whom he is 

pleased!ò (Luke 14:2) 

 

These words sounded 

forth from the angels who 

were in awe that God had 

chosen to become man for the salvation of humanity. 

The process of salvation-- victory over pain, suffering 

and deathðthat was accomplished by the crucifixion, 

suffering, death and resurrection of our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ began with the incarnation.  

The incarnation, meaning the birth of our Lord 

as a baby in the manger, was the most awesome event 

wherein heaven opened and the angels came down and 

the shepherds and the magi brought their gifts to Him. 

This event remains the most awesome occurrence in 

the history of humanity.  

Mankind has been in search of God from the 

moment we lost communion with Him. Like confused 

lambs we have been going around trying to adopt dif-

ferent things, calling them gods. On this day, however, 

God came down searching for us to invite us back into 

His Kingdom.  

It was the heavenly King who was born in the 

cave and that is why the kings from the east came fol-

lowing the unusual star to worship the Unusual King. 

This is The King whose Kingdom would be declared 

on this earth very soon but his Kingdom was not of 

this world. 

When the Israelites accepted the offer of God 

to become His nation, God told them that they should 

not have other King but Himself. They were instructed 

that all Glory should be given to God alone. We hu-

mans, however, like giving glory to each other, be-

cause we like receiving glory from others.  Sometimes 

we give to people what is due to God. The angels at 

the time of Christôs birth showed humans that Glory 

belongs to God and that Glorification is what God ex-

pects from men.  

When we glorify God and not humans, we find 

ourselves in peace because the Peace of God and the 

peace of this world are very different. The worldôs 

peace is just an absence of war. Godôs peace is still-

ness in the stormy sea of this world. Sometimes we 

complain that the world is not a peaceful place for our 

prosperity, but we do not notice the storm of the pas-

sions in our hearts. Christ our Lord is the Peace of 

God in the world but He was not the initiator of the 

peace that the ancient Israelites were expecting from 

their imaginary Messiah.  

So the Peace that came to the world is for 

those with whom he is pleased, whose hearts are open, 

whose minds are receptive, and whose wills are sub-

mitted to the WILL OF GOD. Let us all turn our 

hearts to God this coming year and say with one mind: 

ñYour will be done on earth as it is in heaven,ò so that 

The Heavenly Peace will calm the sea of our troubled 

hearts and bring stillness to our minds in this world of 

confusion and chaos.   

 

At its regular quarterly meeting the members of the Koliva Committee unanimously voted to issue a 

fundraising challenge to the members of our parish.  Any parishioner or organization that makes a donation 

to the Menôs Club Elevator Fund from December 1, 2017 until June 30, 2018 will have their donation dou-

bled up to a maximum of thirty thousand dollars. 

A gift of $100.oo for example will be matched by the Koliva Committee so that it becomes a 

$200.00 gift.  In this way, the members of the committee hope to raise $60,000 and together with money 

already raised , make it possible to complete this very necessary project.  We ask each of you to please con-

sider this challenge and through your donation make the elevator a reality that will enable people with mo-

bility issues to more fully participate in the life of our parish. 

A Fundraising Challenge  
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Christmas 2017 
Proclaiming the Good News Message of Christ in a Troubled World  

 

 
 

                     

Dearly Beloved, 

 Whether we are 

reading the newspaper, 

listening to the radio, 

watching the news on 

TV, or surfing social 

media these days; it 

seems we are constant-

ly exposed to violence. 

The litany of this vio-

lence is seemingly 

without end -- war, acts 

of terrorism, develop-

ment of ever more sophisticated weapons of mass de-

struction, etc. All these things suddenly have become 

a tragic part of our daily routine. When we add to 

these, daily incidents of violence which we have come 

to expect as unavoidable such as robbery, child abuse, 

car thefts, sexual harassment and others; we begin to 

see how close we stand to the abyss. 

 In this kind of world, it is very difficult to put 

the coming Holy Days of Christmas into proper per-

spective. This difficulty is compounded by the fact 

that we have allowed the essential lessons of our cele-

bration to be trivialized. Christmas has become a crass 

ñholidayò rather than the ñholy dayò it was meant to 

be. Tinsel and lights, reindeer and Santas, ñcheerò in 

foil-wrapped bottles, toys and lots of material gifts. 

All these commercialized items and practices distract 

us from the reality of the mystery of Christôs coming 

to bring us peace and reconciliation with God our Fa-

ther, as well as with our fellow brothers and sisters.  

 Try as we may, it is not easy to contemplate 

the true meaning of Christmas, nor to sense the magni-

tude of Godôs love for us expressed in sending us His 

Son. Being able to put aside all other distractions and 

to reflect upon the ñgood newsò of Christôs coming 

should be a great part of our Christmas preparations. 

Only then do we experience the peace Christ brings 

and the love He has for all of us. It is then that we re-

alize that we are called to be ambassadors of that mes-

sage, sharing its peace and love with our brothers and 

sisters; both at Christmas time and throughout the 

New Year. By bringing Christ and His message to oth-

ers this way, we express our thanks to the Lord for His 

many gifts and especially His coming to us in our own 

lives. Were we all to do this, the angelôs song ñPeace 

on earth good will toward menò would not be just a 

slogan, but a living reality. 

 Christmas is a curious mixture of sadness and 

hope; of simple pathos and unmitigated joy. It takes 

into account loneliness as well as our most meaningful 

relationships. For it tells the story of how God came 

into cold, often loveless hearts and gave the world the 

warmth of His own great love.  

Once again this year, during these most trou-

bled times, the Newborn Christ Child knocks on the 

door of our souls seeking to bring love to all of Godôs 

people. Let us prepare ourselves for His coming 

through prayer, Holy Communion and good works! 

Through all the sham which our society has managed 

to bedeck this most beautiful Celebration, and for all 

its hectic quality; an indomitable spirit of real joy does 

press to the surface. The humble birth of the Son of 

God is too overwhelming to be ignored. 

 Presbytera Sophia and I take this op-

portunity to wish you and yours a most spiritually up-

lifting Advent, a Blessed Christmas and a New Year 

filled with health, love, peace, and progress.  

 

  + Fr. Kyriakos V. Saravelas  
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St. Vasilios Stewardship  
Below is a listing of the parishioners who have pledged from 9/28/2017 through 12/06/2017 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Andrinopoulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Angelopoulos 

Ms. Amelia G. Apostolides 

Mr. John Bakas 

Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Bonatsakis 

Ms. Chelsey Bowman 

Mr. Nickolas Brings 

Mrs. Elizabeth Caron 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ciano 

Ms. Faye Cicci 

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Cika 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Costas 

Mrs. Christina Crowley 

Mrs. Harriet Decoulos 

Mr. Kosma Evangelidis 

Mrs. Gail Everson 

Mr. & Mrs. Strates Frangules 

Melanie Gargas-Witmer 

Mrs. Stella George 

Mr. Peter N. George 

Mr. & Mrs Leonidas Gianellis 

Mrs. Marina Greeke 

Mrs. Janet Hufnagle 

Mrs. Stamatia Joy 

Mr. Billy Kaltsas 

Dr. & Mrs. William Kastrinakis 

Mr. Argery Katzounos 

Mr.& Mrs. Stanley Koulalis 

Mr. Alexander Kurkuvelos 

Mr. Nikolaos Loris 

Ms. Athena Magos 

Mr. George Martwichuck 

Mr. Michael Martwichuck 

Mr. & Mrs. Efthemios Orfanos 

Mr. & Mrs. Agathoklis Papachronopoulos 

Mr. Michael Papamechail 

Mr. Thomas Pappas 

Ms. Kym Pappathanasi 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pappathanasi 

Dr. Anna Petropoulos 

Ms. Drusilla Richard 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Sabanty 

Mrs. Crystal Silva 

Mrs. Vivian Stefanou 

Mr. Demetrios Stephanides 

Mr. Avraam Stephanides 

Mrs. Anastacia Stephanides 

Mr. Constantine Stephanides 

Mr. Constantine Stephanides 

Ms. Victoria Tansey 

Mr. Kerry M. Tenedios 

Mrs. Katerina Thompson 

Ms. Joanne Tilas 

Mr. Takis Tzortzis 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Tzortzis 

Mr. Thomas S. Vasilakopoulos 

Below is a listing of the parishioners who have pledged from 2018 through 12/06/2017 

Mr. & Mrs. William Andrews 

Mr. Theodore G. Angelakis 

Mr. & Mrs. Jani Bida 

Mr. Nickolas Brings 

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Brooks 

Mrs. Francine Butler 

Mrs. Carla Casey 

Ms. Gina Casey 

Mrs. Aspacia Cassidy 

Mr. Nicholas Chihlas 

Mrs. Helen Christy 

Mrs. Joyce Chunias 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Ciano 

Mr. & Mrs. Minas Dakos 

Mrs. Frances Diamantopoulos 

Mr. Demosthenes Drougas 

Mr. & Mrs. Van Duros 

Ms. Nikki Edry 

Mrs. Connie Frisch 

Mr & Mrs Christopher Gangi 

Mr.& Mrs. Michael Gargas 

Mr. & Mrs. George Geanakakis 

Mrs. Cynthia Gikas 

Mr. & Mrs. Spiridon Gioulis 

Mr. Jonathan Gioulis 

Mr. & Mrs. George Glaros 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Goggin 

Mrs. Helen Gorczyca 

Mrs. Helen Goudreau 

Mr. &  Mrs Theodore Grevelis 

Miss Stephanie Grevelis 

Mrs. Tina Kennery 

Mr. Panagiotis A. Konstantilakis 

Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Koshy 

Mr. James L'Italien 

Ms. Nancy Lalikos 

Mr. George Makros 

Mrs. Athena Malekakis 

Mr. Alan W. Mallas 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Mangos 

Mrs. Fotini Manolakos 

Mr. Thomas Manolakos 

Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Marinakis 

Mr. Anthony M. Martin 

Mr. Mark Metropolis 

Mr. Stephen Morfis 

Mrs. Ruth Morfis 

Mrs. Despina Palmeira 

Ms. Gail Papadopoulos 

Mrs Rose Papanickolas-McGrath 

Mr.& Mrs. George Pappas 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter N. Pappas 

Dr. & Mrs. John Pavlo 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pelletier 

Mr. Achilles Pnevmatikos 

Mr.& Mrs. Kosta Prentakis 

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Roumeliotis 

Mr. Konstantinos Roumeliotis 

Mr. & Mrs. Vasilios Roumeliotis 

Mrs. Sandra Ruggeri 

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Ruggeri 

Rev.&Presv Kyriakos Saravelas 

Mrs. Robert Shay 

Mr. & Mrs Andrew Simoglou 

Mr. & Mrs. Petros Sofronas 

Ms. Angeliki Sofronas 

Ms. Rosalie Spathanas 

Mrs. Carrie Speros 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Spyropoulos 

Mrs. Carol Spyropoulos 

Rev & Prv Anthony Tandilyan 

Mr. Arthur P. Theophilopoulos 

Mr. John Trimmins 

Mr. C. W. Dean Tsapatsaris 

Mr. & Mrs. George Varelas 

Mr. & Mrs. George Velonis 

Mrs. Stephanie Warren 

Mrs. Jean Yokas 

Mr. & Mrs. Speros Zakas 

Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Zamakis 

Mr. Anthone Zarkades 

Mr. Eric Zisis 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Zolotas 
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Parish Council News  

January  Brandon Simpson 

February  PTA 

March   Church school 

April   St Makrinas Ministry  

May   Philoptohos 

June   PTA 

July   Men`s Club 

August  Men`s Club 

September  Daughters of Penelope 

October  Parish Council 

November  Thanksgiving (City of Peabody prepares 

  the meal) 

Cooking For The Haven From Hunger  

Parish Elections were in December the new Parish Council Members are:  

Parish Council  members for 2018 

two year term: 

Ruth Morfis 

Ted Stephanides 

Dionisios Pissios 

Martin Scrivener 

Steve Anezis 

Chuck Antoniou 

Jim Koumarianos 

 

There are still three positions open for a 2 year term. Please contact the office if you are interested in  

volunteering for this important ministry. 

 

Returning members: 

Dimitri Maistrellis 

Steve Stephanides 

Victor Fanikos 

Costa Partelides 

John Pnevmaticos 

Lane Nordquist 

Phyllis Draggonas 

 

Thank you for your dedicated service!   

Members ending their term: 

James Limberakis 

Michael Ambeliotis 

John Rogers 

 

Parish council for 2018  

The following is the schedule of the months chosen by various organizations, individuals and ministries of 

the church: 
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Festival Thanks!  

GREECE 

Next to Heaven 
There is only... 

METRO TOURS 
By 

Peter Metropolis, Manager 

978-535-4000 ext. 
110 travel@metrotours.com 

Www.metrotours.com 

 
METRO CLEANERS 

43 FOSTER ST  
PEABODY, MA 

фту-рон-соот 
 

млл /¦aaLbD{ /9b¢9w 
.9±9w[¸Σ a! 
фту-ффу-онлл 

 

 

  

фту-уну-нмлл 
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